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Today, the leadership of the opposition Coalition on 

Reforms and Democracy (CORD), led by the coalition’s 

Co-principals, Hon. Raila Odinga, Hon. Kalonzo 

Musyoka, and Hon. Moses Wetangula, paid me a 

courtesy call since my assumption of office as the Chief 

Justice and President of the Supreme Court of Kenya. 

 

We are greatly honoured by this visit. It is testimony to 

the fact that the political leaders present here today, and 

the Judiciary leadership in general, is genuinely 
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committed to creating and supporting institutions that 

work. It is also a triumph of the principle of dialogue that 

underpins our Constitution. Significantly, it is also a 

recognition that the task of winning and building public 

confidence in public institutions, is a responsibility we all 

bear. We are determined to build a strong and open 

Judiciary, and are pleased that very senior political 

leadership in this country, shares with us that 

aspiration. 
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The discussions we have had today have been frank and 

wide-ranging. I have shared my vision for the Judiciary; 

committed to continuing to pursue the transformation 

agenda started by my predecessor, Hon. Dr. Willy 

Mutunga, but determined to deepen, expand and 

accelerate judicial reforms in order to improve the 

quality, efficiency and speed of service delivery to 

Kenyans. This will entail the reduction of case backlog, 

digitization of Judiciary operations, maintaining the 

independence of the Judiciary, defending and upholding 
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the Constitution, fighting corruption and improving 

access to justice. 

 

To deliver on this mission, the Judiciary will require 

financial and political support from the Executive and 

the Legislature – support that the leaders present here 

today have the capacity to provide both directly and 

through solidarity interventions.  It is my earnest belief 

that the leadership of the opposition, both in and out of 

Parliament – and both at the National and County levels 
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- will be supportive in arguing our case for more 

resources, securing and maintaining our independence, 

and in fighting corruption in a principled and consistent 

manner. 

 

The Judiciary I lead will be the Judiciary for all Kenyans, 

and will serve without bias, prejudice, ill-will, or affection 

on all matters brought before the courts, including 

election petitions.  
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We are determined to create an institution where public 

confidence is strong not by our demand but by our 

service – where our conduct, transparency, integrity, and 

jurisprudential rigour become the source of the public 

respect we command. 

 

I want to assure the country that the Judiciary is 

prepared to handle any election petitions that may arise 

next year and I hope that Parliament will appropriate 
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sufficient funds to enable us perform this task 

satisfactorily.  

 

I want to thank Hon. Odinga, Hon. Musyoka, and Hon. 

Wetangula for paying us this courtesy call, and, use this 

occasion to personally acknowledge the support that 

their Members of Parliament gave me during my 

confirmatory hearings before the House. The bipartisan 

support I received in the House places even greater but  
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welcome burden on me to serve all Kenyans equally. And 

with God’s help, I will. 

 

Thank you.  

 

 

HON. DAVID K. MARAGA 

CHIEF  JUSTICE AND PRESIDENT 
OF THE SUPREME COURT 


